THE   DEFENCE   OF   DEMOCRACY
sense of the community as a reality surpassing their
individual selves. Applied to modern mass-society as
it is, this doctrine of the surpassing reality of the com-
munity is demonic; it leads straightway to the
Moloch-worship of the totalitarian state. So it is with
all truths of life; they are tragic and ambiguous. The
surpassing reality of the community is a truth which
has to be re-created to-day. Predicated of existing
society it is deathly in its consequences; it is true only
of a community which is struggling to liberate itself
from the impersonal abstraction in which its social
relations are so entirely involved.
The surpassing reality of the community must be-
come a truth of direct and immediate experience.
And by direct and immediate experience of community
we do not mean the temporary and misleading exalt-
ation of emotional or quasi-religious group-experience.
That such experiences are increasingly sought in
society to-day is indeed a symptom of that 'frustration
of the societal instincts' from which we suffer so
acutely, and for the most part so unconsciously, to-day.
This frustration, unless we become conscious of it, and
seek betimes to satisfy it by healthy means,, contains
the potentiality of disaster. For, so long as it endures,
a modern mass-society is liable to be swept to catas-
trophe at any moment by a wave of mass-hysteria.
Indeed, government by organized mass-hysteria seems
to be the typical development of modern mass-society,
It is just as prevalent (so far as I can judge) in Russia
as in Germany or Italy. The organized mass-hatred of
'Trotskyism' in the Soviet Union appears to me quite
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